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Cover Image Caption: Rita Mawuena Benissan. 2024. We Reign In Crimson. Courtesy of Rita 
Mawuena Benissan and Gallery 1957, www.gallery1957.com.  
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The African Renaissance concept envisions a transformative future for Africa, restoring the 
shared histories and transnational identity among African people across the continent and 
throughout the diaspora. In this context, artistic practice serves as an essential instrument for 
cultural preservation and knowledge production. Rita Mawuena Benissan’s We Reign In Crimson 
(2024) emerges here as a visual exploration of cultural continuity, sovereignty, and the reactivation 
of ancestral power. 

This rich tapestry, rendered on a velvet ground, features a deep red and black color palette 
and embroidery that defines its surface. At the center of the composition, silhouetted figures 
converge around a circular form, organized through symmetry and geometric quality. These 
vertical, mirrored forms structure the visual field into columnar alignments, directing the eye in a 
continuous rotational pull. 

Each figure, articulated through silhouette technique, draws inspiration from the visual 
language of Harlem Renaissance artist Aaron Douglas, known for his flattened forms and layered 
illumination. The central presence, nearly absorbed by the red ground, anchors the composition 
and becomes the focal point, while the contrasting black forms establish a rhythmic, processional 
essence, demonstrating repetition as a creative strategy and conceptual foundation. 

As a visual methodology, this work aligns with Africological epistemologies that 
understand cultural revival as a continuous process of regeneration through the sustained 
transmission and transformation of ancestral knowledge and tradition. The intellectual 
contributions of Cheikh Anta Diop advanced an understanding of Africa’s cultural unity, 
grounding this framework in a historical and intellectual continuum. Diop’s work inspires us to 
flourish, reclaim, and restore ourselves in our own image. Likewise, We Reign In Crimson asserts 
an ideological victoriousness in both its construction and overall significance, foregrounding the 
principle of self-determination as fundamental to the actualization of an African Renaissance and 
the continuation of African cultural heritage. 
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