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Jameel Paulin1 

This Child’s Been Here Before: a visual prayer for the African “renaissance”. In this work, I depict 
an African woman holding her child, and situate them within a symbolic representation of the 
womb; bracketing these figures with ancient Kemetic and Akan motifs. Visually, this painting 
utilizes the dynamic symmetry and fractal geometry of African textile traditions; while, 
simultaneously, integrating the notions of harmony, order and reciprocity (Ma’at) with the wisdom 
of Sankofa. To facilitate the age of Wehemu Mesu, let us ground ourselves in the unbroken chain 
of Africana wisdom and bring forward the best of our ancestral traditions. 
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