Letter from the Editor-in-Chief

Letter to Our Readers from the Editor-in-Chief?!

Dear Readers,

It is my privilege to present the April 2026 volume of Imhotep Graduate Student Journal,
organized under the theme: Wehemu Mesu (Repetition of the Births): Africology & Africana
Studies Scholarship and Advancing the African Renaissance.

We assemble in the enduring name of Imhotep, in the shade of his intellectual house—Per
Ankh, the House of Life. This issue is offered not simply as a collection of scholarship, but as an
invitation—to read critically, to reflect deeply, and to engage actively with the ideas, theories, and
data presented here. As a peer-reviewed academic journal, our purpose is to advance rigorous,
Afrocentric, community-centered scholarship to advance Afrikan well-being.

The theme Wehemu Mesu, repetition of the births, calls us to a precise understanding of
Afrikan renewal: not abstraction, but the hard-won product of trials, setbacks, and disciplined
return to the life-ways of the ancestors. Renewal is always intergenerational, always communal.
The stories of Oney Judge and Hercules in Philadelphia—Africans who seized their own freedom
within the contradictions of early American “democracy”—remind us that sovereignty is
foundational to nation-building and cultural recovery.

We encourage readers, scholars, and practitioners to see this volume as a living
contribution to the discipline. Your interpretations, critiques, and extensions of this work are
essential. Through your engagement—whether in classrooms, community spaces, or future
publications—you help sustain and evolve the activist-intellectual tradition that Imhotep Journal
represents.

At a moment shaped by historical reflection and contemporary urgency, this volume calls
us to examine how scholarship functions as both record and intervention. To publish is to
intervene: to define, contest, imagine, and institutionalize knowledge in service to the global
Afrikan community. I extend sincere gratitude to our Department Chair, Dr. Ama Mazama, whose
steady support has sustained the Imhotep Journal as an intellectual home for emerging scholars.

The African Renaissance will be advanced with inherited instruments reshaped to meet the
challenges of the present. To move forward, we return to the source: not as nostalgia, but as
method. Wehemu Mesu is not simply a theme. It is a directive.

M Ma’at,

Chenelle N. Idehen, Esq.
Editor-in-Chief
Imhotep Graduate Student Journal
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