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Abstract: The Ram Mandir is a Hindu temple in Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh, India that was 
consecrated on January 22nd, 2024. This paper analyzes the history of the Babri Masjid, the 
campaign for the Ram Mandir, the temple’s features and consecration ceremony, and the 
existing literature to demonstrate the association between the temple’s construction and 
rising Hindu nationalism in the country. Through this research, this paper asserts that the 
Bharatiya Janata Party was insistent on completing the Ram Mandir and enacting Hindu 
nationalist policies in order to gain the support of the country’s majority Hindu population. 
The temple is of large symbolic relevance, as it represents the materialization of the desires of 
the Hindu population and the emergence of a Hindu nation due to the reigning political 
party’s involvement. This begs the question of what the BJP can complete next to keep their 
momentum of support, which this paper argues is an increase in conflict with Pakistan and 
the stripping of the rights of the Kashmir region. Finally, this issue of Hindu nationalism in 
India is important as it endangers the non-Hindu Indian population, especially Muslims, and 
grants Hindus more rights than their fellow non-Hindu citizens.   

  
INTRODUCTION 

The day is January 22nd, 2024, and the 
location is Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh, India. Flower 
petals drop from the air, and the sound of 
religious rituals being performed and the cheers 
of crowds fill the ears of those in attendance. The 
eyes of many are set on the beautiful new temple 
basking in the sun, declaring its importance 
through its impressive stature of 161 feet tall 
(“Main Temple” n.d.). This was the scene set at 
the consecration ceremony of the Ram Mandir, a 
Hindu temple constructed in 2024 in India. Many 
viewers of this spectacle may have seen it as a day 
of celebration, but what they were not able to see 
were the many Muslim families holed up at home 
in fear and the numerous political scientists 
claiming the ceremony as a destruction of the line 
between church and state. Religious nationalism 
(especially in states that were previously secular) 
is globally on the rise, rearing its head notably 
through Christian nationalism in the United 

States of America, Muslim nationalism in Türkiye, 
and this paper’s subject of study, Hindu 
nationalism in India. During the 1950s, India had 
the incredibly large task of state-building post 
British occupation. Part of this state-building was 
the creation of an Indian nationalism that 
included secularism as a core principle, despite its 
absence from the constitution. Finally, in 1976, 
secularism officially entered India’s constitution 
as part of the 42nd amendment (Bose 2018). That 
being said, Hindu nationalist movements have 
always been active in the country. The Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) is a Hindu nationalist 
volunteer organization that has existed since 1925 
and has worked alongside multiple political 
parties (“Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh” 2025). 
Most notable of these parties are the Janata party 
and its successor, the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP)- the country’s current reigning political 
party (Sharma 2024). The BJP has been in power 
since 2014 and took on the construction of the 
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Ram Mandir as a principal project (Sharma 2024). 
The act of a political institution such as the BJP 
spearheading the creation of a Hindu temple 
demonstrates the diversion from a secular 
political sphere. In particular, a timeline (Figure 
1) of the Ram Mandir campaign and its eventual 
construction as a political project exemplifies the 
slow creep from secularism to Hindu nationalism 
in the country. The efforts of the RSS, Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad (VHP, another Hindu nationalist 
organization), and the BJP to rally support for the 
temple, gain access to the land in Ayodhya, 
construct the temple, and then eventually 
mobilize Indians to celebrate its consecration are 
a direct result and reflection of the disappearance 
of secularism and rise of Hindu nationalism in 
India. In order to fully understand this 
association, it is important to analyze a history of 
the previously standing Babri Masjid in Ayodhya, 
the longtime campaign for the Ram Mandir, the 
symbolism of the temple’s features and its 
consecration, the existing literature, and 
potential theories of why Hindu nationalism is on 
the rise.   
  
A HISTORY OF THE BABRI MASJID AND THE 
DISPUTED LAND IN AYODHYAA  

Integral to understanding the campaign for 
the Ram Mandir is the previously standing Babri 
Masjid and the disputed land upon which it 
operated. The Babri Masjid, a mosque in Ayodhya 
where the Ram Mandir would eventually be built, 
was constructed in 1528 under the rule of the first 
Mughal king, Babur (“Babri mosque to Ram 
temple” 2024). Even from the mosque’s 
conception this land was disputed, with Hindus 
claiming it to be the birthplace of the Hindu deity 
Ram (“Babri mosque to Ram temple” 2024). On 
top of this claim sat the second contentious point, 
being that the mosque was built over the ruins of 
a previously existing temple in honor of Ram. 
This assertion has been heavily researched, most 

notably through the organization of the 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), which called 
for a high court order in 2002 to excavate the site. 
A ground penetrating survey was conducted by 
the ASI , which found “a variety of anomalies 
ranging from 0.5 to 5.5 m in depth that could be 
associated with ancient and contemporaneous 
structures such as pillars, foundation walls, slab 
flooring, extending over a large portion of the 
site” (Varma & Menon 2010). That being said, it is 
typical of any mound over thirty-two feet high to 
have such structures lying under it, especially 
since it was not a sealed deposit. Authors and 
archaeologists Supriya Varma and Jaya Menon 
argue that the pillars reported by the ASI are 
“nothing but parts of the base on which floors 
were laid” for the Babri Masjid (Varma & Menon 
2010). In addition, Varma and Menon question 
the methods of the ASI as well as the lack of 
academic critique of their reports. They accuse 
the ASI of trying to report evidence that affirms 
the oral and textual traditions already believed by 
Hindus (in this case the existence of a Hindu 
temple before the Babri Masjid) rather than 
critically engaging with their findings from a 
neutral perspective. They note that these claims 
go largely unchallenged as the ASI has “complete 
control over heritage management in [the] 
country” (Varma & Menon 2010). Understanding 
this claim is vital to the campaign of the Ram 
Mandir as it serves as the catalyst for a feeling of 
Hindu ownership over the land in Ayodhya. As 
found by Varma and Menon, not only does this 
claim lack sufficient archaeological evidence, but 
the ASI follows a tradition of Indian organizations 
pandering to the cultural sequence established by 
Hindu groups.   

In 1949, the mosque was officially declared 
“disputed property”. Its gates were locked after 
Hindu priests placed idols of Ram inside the 
building. As the mosque was closed to the public, 
Muslim prayer was no longer offered inside 
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(“Babri mosque to Ram temple” 2024). This 
closure led to discontent from both Hindus and 
Muslims, some of which took the issue to court. 
From 1950 to 1961, four civil suits were filed in 
court, ranging from Hindus who wanted to 
perform religious rituals at the site and Muslims 
who believed that they should be granted sole 
possession of the mosque (“Babri mosque to Ram 
temple” 2024). This dispute came to a head in 
1992, when tens of thousands of Hindus 
demolished the mosque, sparking Hindu-Muslim 
violence throughout the country (“Babri mosque 
to Ram temple” 2024). One study found that 
amongst Hindus, 34% of those surveyed agreed 
with the mosque’s demolition. This is opposed to 
a staggering 94% of Muslims who expressed 
disapproval. Similarly, 53% of Hindus asserted 
that of the Hindus involved in the demolition, 
they should not be charged under criminal law 
and instead be set free (Chhibber & Misra 1993). 
These statistics demonstrate that support for the 
demolition of the Babri Masjid was not isolated to 
a small group of Hindu extremists, but an opinion 
shared by a non-insignificant percent of Hindus in 
the country. This timeline also exemplifies the 
sheer length of time for which Hindus have 
sought possession of this site, as well as the 
long-term disputes between Hindus and Muslims 
in the country.   
 
THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE RAM MANDIR  

As demonstrated by the history of the Babri 
Masjid and its demolition, the land in Ayodhya 
has been claimed by Hindus over a significant 
span of time due to the beliefs in a previous 
Hindu temple on the plot and of the land having 
been the birthplace of the deity Ram (of which the 
temple would eventually gain its namesake). 
Before the mosque was destroyed, a committee 
within the right-wing Hindu nationalist 
organization Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) was 
formed in 1984 with the aim of spearheading the 

Ram Mandir project (“Babri mosque to Ram 
temple” 2024). This campaign rendered Ram a 
household name within the country and argued, 
as did many other Hindu organizations, that 
Ayodhya was both the birthplace of Ram and the 
site of a previously existing Hindu temple (Katju 
2023). 1984 was not a random year for this 
campaign to begin but was instead likely linked to 
India’s eighth general election, which was to be 
determined by the end of 1984 (Bose 2018). The 
VHP was mobilized by this election after the 
previous prime minister, Indira Ghandi, was 
assassinated in part due to her secular ideology. 
Following the creation of this committee and the 
subsequent spread of Hindu nationalist ideology, 
Deputy Prime Minister Lal Krishna Advani set on 
his Ram Rath Yatra in 1990. A yatra is a sacred 
pilgrimage, which in this case consisted of a 
journey that began in Somnath, Gujarat and was 
scheduled to end in Ayodhya. Somnath was a 
culturally significant starting point as Advani 
compared himself to Sardar Patel, who rebuilt the 
Somnath temple in Gujarat (Rauf 2024). Through 
this comparison, Advani positioned himself as a 
leading figure in an existing effort to spread 
Hindu nationalism throughout the country. 
Advani took this journey in a decorated carriage 
which was made to resemble the chariot that Lord 
Ram used in the TV series Ramayan, adorned with 
a loudspeaker to spread the message of the Ram 
Mandir to the public (Figure 2). Advani even went 
as far as to dress himself akin to Ram as he was 
depicted in the series (Chakraborty 2024). During 
the yatra, Advani addressed six public meetings a 
day to spread the VHP’s message of the Ram 
Mandir across the country. This was not a 
victimless act, as Advani’s journey left 
Hindu-Muslim violence in its trail. A total of 564 
people lost their lives in the riots that took place 
between September 1st and November 20th, 1990 
(Rauf 2024). The death of civilians was not 
considered in the yatra’s planning, but Advani’s 
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safety was. A VHP committee titled the Bajrang 
Dal, in honor of Ram’s monkey companion, was 
formed with the job of protecting the Ram Rath 
Yatra and ensuring its success (Bose 2018). What 
this organization could not halt, though, was 
Advani’s arrest on October 23rd, 1990, for inciting 
public disorder and breach of peace (Bose 2018).   

Following Advani’s arrest, the BJP asserted 
three main demands in representation of the 
Sangh-Parivar. All three of these demands related 
to religion in the country, with one addressing the 
Ram Mandir itself. They were: the construction of 
the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya, a universal civil code 
for all of India (which would eliminate the 
recognition of Sharia law in Muslim 
communities), and the dissolution of Article 370 
of the constitution which granted Jammu and 
Kashmir, India’s only Muslim-majority regions, 
special status (Bose 2018). These demands formed 
a greater trend of appealing to Hindus in the 
country while diminishing the rights of Muslims 
and Islamic practice, subtly shaping India into a 
Hindu nation. Following the Ram Rath Yatra and 
the moves made by the BJP was the previously 
mentioned demolition of the Babri Masjid in 
1992, emboldened by the rise of Hindu 
nationalism in the Indian government. Among 
those accused of participating in the demolition 
of the Babri Masjid were Advani, Murli Manohar 
Joshi (BJP president beginning in 1991), and Uma 
Bharti (who has served in multiple minister 
positions for the BJP) (“Babri Mosque” 2020).   

In 2019, India’s supreme court finally came to 
a decision regarding the disputed land in 
Ayodhya. The verdict was that the site would be 
used primarily to house the to-be constructed 
Ram Mandir, with a small plot of land to the side 
reserved for a Muslim mosque (“Babri mosque to 
Ram temple” 2024). Not long after this court 
decision, a second court case in 2020 acquitted 
thirty-two out of forty-nine people charged in 
aiding in the Babri Masjid’s destruction 

(seventeen having died before this court 
decision), including all of the suspected BJP 
personnel involved. This verdict was reached 
under the belief that there was a lack of sufficient 
evidence to prove that the mosque’s demolition 
was planned (“Babri Mosque” 2020). That being 
the case, the Ram Rath Yatra and pro-Hindu 
nationalist actions taken by the BJP just years 
before the mosque’s demolition suggests a 
changing political climate in which Hindu Indians 
may have been ideologically encouraged to take 
action against the Babri Masjid. A team of federal 
investigators conducted a thorough search into 
the mosque’s demolition, interviewing roughly 
850 eyewitnesses and analyzing 7,000 documents 
and TV footage around the event. Among the 850 
eyewitness testimonies, multiple credible 
accounts confirmed that the demolition was 
“planned, rehearsed and carried out with 
impunity and the connivance of a section of the 
local police in front of thousands of people” 
(“Babri Masjid” 2020). Despite this, the supreme 
court ruled in favor of important heads of Hindu 
nationalist organizations, a connection to the rise 
of Hindu nationalism in the country that cannot 
be overlooked.   

After centuries of anticipation, spanning all 
the way back to the Babri Masjid’s construction in 
1528, the Ram Mandir was finally consecrated in 
Ayodhya in 2024 (“Babri mosque to Ram temple” 
2024). 
 
SYMBOLISM OF THE TEMPLE’S FEATURES 
AND INAUGURATIONS 

Within the temple’s features and construction 
lie evidence of its metaphorical ties to a greater 
Hindu nationalist movement in the country. To 
begin, the idea of a universal Hindu nation is 
represented by the many states from which 
materials for the temple were sourced. The 
sandstone was sourced from Rajasthan and carved 
by artisans from Odisha, the granite from 
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Karnataka, teakwood from Maharashtra, bells 
from Tamil Nadu, and finally brassware from 
Uttar Pradesh, the temple’s home state (Kissu 
2023). By incorporating items from so many 
different states, the temple is a physical 
representation of the universal support that it has 
received throughout the country. On top of that, 
the use of materials from so many different states 
positions the temple as a project created by India 
as a whole, also suggesting that India is solely 
Hindu and therefore a Hindu nation. Another 
feature of the temple that furthers the Hindu 
nationalist ideology is the lack of use of steel, 
concrete, and modern materials such as carbon 
fiber, glass rods, and composite materials. These 
materials were purposely avoided in the temple’s 
construction because they were deemed too 
susceptible to the passage of time. The temple 
design manager, Girish Sahastrabhonjini, noted, 
“When we talk about a temple lasting more than a 
millennium, naturally, we won’t take trial with 
something which doesn’t have a proven track 
record. So, concrete and steel were ruled out. So 
what was left? We had to go back to rock” (Kissu 
2023). The idea that the temple will last a 
millennium is symbolic of Hinduism's lasting 
legacy, both past and future, in the country. This 
timeline is proof of the Ram Mandir’s symbolic 
representation of Hinduism as a whole, and 
therefore both its universality and endurance.   

Also related to the universality of Hinduism 
as exemplified by the temple is the mixing of two 
traditional Indian architecture styles: Nagara and 
Dravidian styles. The temple is primarily built 
within the North Indian Nagara style, but there 
are some intentional nods to the South Indian 
Dravidian style. Most notably, the idol of Ram was 
built in the Dravidian style by a South Indian 
sculptor, Arun Yogiraj, who is from Mysuru. A 
South Indian firm is also responsible for the 
majority of the doors in the temple (Menon 2024). 
The message being conveyed through this 

intentional blending of Northern and Southern 
styles is that Hinduism is what connects a largely 
divided nation. It is asserted as the foundation of 
connection between two contending regions, 
positioning Hinduism as a necessary, universal, 
and positive force in the country.   

The inauguration ceremony itself was filled 
with symbolic actions that further Hindu 
nationalist ideology. Prime Minister and member 
of the BJP Narendra Modi performed Hindu 
religious rituals alongside Moghan Bhagwat 
(current head of the RSS) in the inner sanctum of 
the temple. These rituals were televised live 
across the country, reaching as many Indians as 
possible (Pandey & Limaye 2024). By having two 
of the largest political figures in the country 
perform religious rituals, Modi and Bhagwat 
purposely blurred the lines between political and 
religious duties. This line continued to be blurred 
as the RSS visited twenty-five households across 
the country handing out consecrated grains of rice 
to raise awareness of the temple’s consecration 
and the subsequent celebration (Anushree 2023). 
The goal of this distribution of rice was to 
encourage those who could attend the 
inauguration to do so, and those who could not to 
celebrate from their homes. A paramilitary 
organization closely tied with the ruling political 
party handing out religious votives in order to 
mobilize Indians to celebrate a Hindu ceremony 
completely disregards the previously established 
secularism in the nation. Not only does it 
establish a military organization as non-secular, 
but the RSS actively encourages the nation to 
participate in Hindu celebrations, spreading a 
sense of Hindu nationalism through the 
households they visit.   

The RSS were not the only militant group that 
participated in the inauguration, as even military 
planes were present on the day of the ceremony. 
These planes dropped flower petals- a symbolic 
act as the lotus flower is an important symbol in 
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Hinduism- amongst the crowds present to see the 
temple consecrated (Das 2017). Similar to the 
RSS, this act dissolved the line between political 
and religious institutions, suggesting that 
Hinduism is the backbone of political ideology 
and functioning in the country. This is a message 
perpetuated even by the citizens in attendance of 
the ceremony, as banners were held that featured 
both depictions of Modi and Yogi Adityanath, the 
chief minister of Uttar Pradesh, alongside saffron 
(the color of Hinduism) flags with Lord Ram 
(Pandey & Limaye 2024). By waving these banners 
alongside each other, it is clear that in the eyes of 
the citizens political figures are synonymous with 
Hinduism. Through the Ram Mandir, Modi 
positioned himself as the harbinger of Hinduism 
back into the political and public life of India. 
Finally for the ceremony, many notable Bollywood 
and cricket stars were in attendance (Pandey & 
Limaye 2024). This act connected Hinduism with 
India’s cultural sphere, suggesting that the 
country’s greatest talent is emboldened by the 
state’s commitment to the religion.   
 
A LOOK INTO THE LITERATURE 

When discussing the connection between the 
rise in Hindu nationalism in India and the Ram 
Mandir, it is important to analyze the existing 
literature that theorizes the cause of secular 
backsliding in non-Western nations. In fact, this 
topic has received quite a lot of attention in 
recent years, leading to a wide variety of theories 
in the literature about why previously secular 
governments are experiencing a rise in religious 
nationalism. Beginning with author Sumantra 
Bose, Bose is a political scientist whose main area 
of study is India and contested land (largely 
Kashmir) (“Professor Sumantra Bose” n.d.). In his 
book Secular States, Religious Politics: India, 
Turkey, and the Future of Secularism, Bose analyzes 
the examples of India and Turkey to draw larger 
conclusions about why certain countries have 

more difficulty remaining secular than others. He 
argued:   

The Western versions of 
state-secularism are based – albeit in 
differing specific forms and to varying 
degrees – on the doctrinal principle of 
separation of church and state. The Indian 
and Turkish models of state-secularism 
are, in sharp contrast to this broad 
Western prototype, not premised on any 
‘wall-of-separation’ doctrine. Instead, the 
state has acted as a nearly omnipresent 
and often intrusive regulating authority in 
matters to do with religion and over 
religious institutions, resulting in 
entanglement of the state and the 
religious domain, rather than separation 
(Bose 2018).   

As evident in this excerpt, Bose believes that 
India and Türkiye were predisposed to secular 
backsliding from the very installation of their 
forms of secularism. These two states did not 
enforce a strict separation of church and state, 
rather using the state to intervene in religious 
affairs to directly impose secularism. Bose argues 
that the presence of the state in these religious 
operations, even if they remain neutral, creates an 
entanglement between church and state that can 
later be exploited by religious nationalists.   

Also writing on India is Andrea Malji, a 
professor at Asia-Pacific Center for Security 
Studies who specializes in South Asia and 
Indo-Pacific security (“Andrea Malji” 2025). In her 
book Religious Nationalism in Contemporary South 
Asia, Malji explores religious nationalism in India, 
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Similarly to Bose, Malji is 
writing only on the eroding secularism of 
non-Western states, and her thesis reflects this 
fact. She argues that “The growing number of 
political parties running on a platform of religious 
nationalism has intensified the strength of 
previously weaker, more marginalized 
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movements. At the core of modern religious 
nationalism is an opposition to some or all 
elements of the secular Westernized world” (Malji 
2022). Alongside the claim that non-Western 
religious nationalism is an opposition to 
globalized, Western secularism, Malji also points 
out that all of these countries are also 
experiencing democratic backsliding. This 
observation suggests that Malji believes there to 
be a link between an erosion of secularism and 
democracy, though she does not study this 
particular connection.  
 
THEORIES OF HINDU NATIONALISM 

After analyzing the existing literature on the 
subject of non-Western religious nationalism and 
reviewing the history and symbolism of the Ram 
Mandir, two main theories of why India is 
experiencing a rise in Hindu nationalism become 
apparent. The first of which revolves around the 
political motivations of the BJP. It should be noted 
that 79.8% of the Indian population is Hindu, 
meaning that the BJP has much to gain politically 
by mobilizing and catering to this constituent 
population (Kramer 2021). There is also a long 
history of Hindu nationalism in the country. This 
timeline stretches back to the British’s ‘divide and 
rule’ policies in the occupied country which 
purposely separated and stoked distrust between 
Hindu and Muslim populations (Tharoor 2017). In 
doing so, the British created a long legacy in 
which many Hindus feel more comfortable 
politically and personally within their own 
religious group. By monopolizing on this existing 
distrust, the BJP is able to nurture historical 
biases to promise a country in which the Hindu 
majority feels safer and as if their desires are more 
seen. Another example that proves the 
longstanding nature of Hindu nationalism is the 
date in which the RSS was established. Having 
been established in 1925 as well as being a Hindu 

nationalist organization, the RSS’ functioning in 
the early 20th century demonstrates just how 
integral this ideology has historically been to 
India’s political and private sphere. By 
capitalizing on this ideology, the BJP is able to 
breathe new life into a Hindu nationalist future 
that has been sought for generations- appealing 
to a mass group of voters who have waited 
centuries for their vision of an ideal India to be 
actualized. Also, by associating themselves with 
Hinduism in general, the BJP becomes an easy 
choice for Hindu voters who are unsure of which 
party to support or who may know little about the 
policies of the political parties on the ballot. One 
of the many ways that the BJP positions 
themselves as the “Hindu” party is through the 
party’s symbol (Figure 3). This symbol is a saffron 
lotus flower. Both the color saffron and the lotus 
flower are important Hindu symbols, representing 
purity and spiritual awakening (Das 2017). All 
Hindu voters have to see is the party’s symbol to 
understand that they are trying to represent the 
religion.   

Another possible theory of why Hindu 
nationalism is on the rise (that is supported by 
the campaign for the Ram Mandir) is the failure of 
past secular governments and therefore an 
association of political secularism with political 
failure. Before the BJP grew to be the reigning 
political party in India, Indira Gandhi held the 
role of prime minister from 1966-1970 and again 
from 1980-1984 (Taylor 2023). Indira Gandhi was 
staunchly politically secular, overseeing the 
addition of the 42nd Amendment to the 
constitution which officially declared India a 
secular state (Katrak & Kulkarni 2021). Gandhi 
fell from public favor for a number of reasons, 
mainly due to a number of social transformation 
promises that she failed to deliver on (Bose 2018). 
In addition to issues with her ability to 
materialize political promises, Gandhi was found 
guilty in 1975 of committing election fraud in the  
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1971 election (“Indira Gandhi” 2010). In 1975, 
Gandhi officially proclaimed that the country was 
in a state of emergency, due largely to business 
and political corruption, civil unrest, drought, and 
increasing poverty and hunger. Within this state 
of emergency, the government grew highly 
centralized, using its powers to censor journalism, 
arrest activists and opposing political leaders, 
politicize the army, and more. Public hatred for 
Gandhi accrued to the point that she was 
assassinated in 1984, ending her run as a political 
figure (Taylor 2023). After the emergency, the 
Janata party (the BJP’s predecessor) and its allies 
won 330 out of 542 seats in the 1977 election 
(“Janata Party” 2024). Though many of the 
complaints given to Indira Gandhi were not due to 
her policy on secularism (though some of them 
were), her destructive time as prime minister may 
have led many Indians to associate a secular 
government with both political failure and a lack 
of consideration towards the wants and needs of 
the citizens. While the Janata party was not as 
publicly Hindu nationalist as the BJP would grow 
to be, it still worked hand-in-hand with the RSS, 
including the RSS’ political wing in its coalition 
(“Janta Party” 2024). The fact that a non-secular 
political party came into power directly after the 
emergency suggests that many voters may have 
turned to Hindu nationalism in hopes to remedy 
the issues caused by a secular government. This 
association of secularism and political failure vs. 
Hindu nationalism and political success is further 
supported by the Ram Mandir, which many 
Indians viewed as a religious success, but also 
proof that the BJP is listening to the desires of its 
constituents.  
 
WHAT COMES NEXT 

The Ram Mandir project was one many 
centuries in the making. It was the primary 
concern of both political actors and Hindu voters 
alike, representing the return of Hinduism to 

politics as well as the materialization of the 
desires of Hindu Indians. Having finally been 
constructed, the question to be asked is how can 
the BJP continue their push towards Hindu 
nationalism and maintain the support that the 
Ram Mandir project garnered? Essentially, how 
can the BJP top this highly symbolic and long 
hoped for act? The answer does not lie 
domestically, as the Ram Mandir did, but rather 
amongst India’s neighbors- Pakistan. Since 
partition, India and Pakistan have endured 
numerous conflicts. In relation to Hindu 
nationalism, Pakistan is seen by some as a natural 
enemy due to its highly Muslim population (many 
of which migrated from India) and its claim to 
Kashmir, the highly contested Indian territory. On 
April 22nd, 2025, Pakistani terrorists killed 
twenty-six tourists in the Indian-administered 
section of the Jammu and Kashmir territory- 
Pahalgam. Only fifteen days after the attack, on 
May 7th, India committed air strikes against the 
Pakistan-administered section of Kashmir as well 
as in Pakistani Punjab. This series of attacks led 
to a Pakistani retaliation: violence on the Line of 
Control in Kashmir, drone duels, and finally 
standoff strikes on military installations (Clary 
2025). As previously mentioned, one of the BJP’s 
main actions was the elimination of Kashmir’s 
special status, rendering the region 
non-autonomous. Through the recent actions of 
Modi within Pakistan and the BJP’s attitude 
towards Kashmir, it is evident that Pakistan and 
Muslims in general have become a target to the 
political party. The conflict with Pakistan 
partnered with Hindu nationalist rhetoric that 
demonizes Muslims creates an opportunity for the 
BJP to continue to use Hindu nationalist ideology 
to mobilize their voters against a common enemy 
who the BJP frames as a risk to India’s vision of a 
safe, Hindu nation- Pakistan and Muslims. As this 
conflict worsens, the BJP is able to position itself 
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as the protector of both Hinduism and India, 
concepts that the party holds synonymous.   

  
CONCLUSION  

 The Ram Mandir is just one piece of a much 
larger puzzle that creates India’s rise of Hindu 
nationalism. Other important acts include the 
Citizen Amendment Act, which grants Hindus 
(among other groups) a fast-track to citizenship 
to escape persecution, but excludes Muslims 
despite the large number of Muslims seeking 
safety from persecution on the basis of their 
religion. Another example is the bans on the 
slaughter of cows, a practice denounced by the 
Hindu faith yet not by others (Malji 2022). The 
Ram Mandir does not stand alone as a symbol for 
Hindu nationalism, but its long legacy and 
political importance serve as a telling case study 
to demonstrate the increase of Hindu ideology 
and desires in India’s previously secular political 
sphere. The Ram Mandir campaign has existed 
since the time of the Babri Masjid but was only 
able to be realized through the works of 
politicians, who themselves have a political 
motivation for mobilizing Hindu voters- given 
that the country is primarily Hindu. Win the 
support of Hindu voters and the majority of the 
country is at your hands. Subsequently, the more 
headway the political figures in power made on 
rallying support for the Ram Mandir project, the 
more the lines between religious and political 
institutions blurred. This is deeply important 
because while the majority of the country is 
Hindu, there is still a sizable portion of citizens 
who subscribe to other religious beliefs. Many 
Muslims reported fearing for their safety on the 
day of the ceremony for the temple’s 
inauguration, a fear that is supported by 

Hindu-Muslim violence that occurred as the 
aftermath of both the demolition of the Babri 
Masjid and Advani’s Ram Rath Yatra (Iyer 2024). 
The targeting of Muslims with political actions 
such as the Citizen Amendment Act, the removal 
of Kashmir’s special status, and the establishment 
of a uniform civil code demonstrate how a Hindu 
nationalist India is not one that can be realized 
without creating victims. 
 
Appendix 
Figure 1. Ram Mandir Timeline  

  
Figure 2. Advani's Ram Rath Yatra  
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Figure 3. BJP Party Symbol 
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