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Letter from the Editor 
_________________ 

 
 
 
Dear Reader: 
 
In this, our newest issue of ​Perceptions, ​we are delighted to share some of the best undergraduate work 
being done at Temple University. ​Perceptions ​is proud to continue to serve as Temple’s first 
undergraduate research journal--as a platform for exhibiting the finest undergraduate research in 
history and social sciences.  
 
The selected articles for this issue are unified by the idea of  “Foundations and Aspirations,” our title 
for this issue. The individuals, groups, and ideas expressed by them seek to  explore where and how 
institutions and ideas began and look forward to where we are headed. Concurrently, others address 
this idea by calling out and righting the mistakes of the past. Nonetheless, they are situated at the 
threshold of change and receptive to the ambitions and advancements ahead. They challenge and offer 
insight into the conventional established order of things. In February 2008 President Barack Obama, 
then a candidate for the Presidency said: “Change will not come if we wait for some other person or if 
we wait for some other time.” This collection of works remind me of that call to action. 
 
As ​Perceptions ​begins its fourth volume, I have to look back on my  experience. This is the third issue 
that I am proud to have been a part of, and I am always so pleased to see the incredible array of papers 
that we receive. This issue continues in the same tradition  as we begin our fourth volume with 
fourteen exceptional articles. With this new issue, there are some exciting changes to present. New for 
this issue is our publication format. We are proud to launch our new home for ​Perceptions​ online using 
Open Journal Systems (OJS) hosted by Temple University Libraries. We express our gratitude and 
thanks to Annie Johnson for her assistance in setting up this new format. It is our hope that ​Perceptions’ 
new home will allow TUHSSA to continue to publish and showcase this fantastic student work before 
an even broader audience. Enjoy! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

William Kowalik 
Editor-in-Chief, ​Perceptions 

President, TUHSSA Fall 2017 
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