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Note from the Davis Fellow

My experience as the 2025-2026 Thomas ]J.
Davis Fellow has gone quite smoothly this
semester. At first, I wondered how I would
measure up to the impressive list of students
who held this position before me, but as the
semester unfolded, I found my rhythm and
organized my work effectively.

My responsibilities include organizing
speaker visits, promoting lectures through
website updates, arranging the Weigley room
and its audiovisual equipment, and editing
this new issue of Strategic Visions.
Additionally, I expanded CENFAD’s presence

on social media, including LinkedIn,
Instagram, and Bluesky, so that our

community can stay up to date with the
center’s news and activities.
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This role differs from my usual teaching
duties in that I can manage logistics
according to my own schedule. Having had
similar organizational experience in the past,
I’ve been able to approach these tasks with
greater ease and confidence.

This semester’s CENFAD lecture series
featured a diverse group of scholars, each
presenting an intriguing topic. What struck
me most was how supportive these authors
and professors were toward graduate
students; always willing to share insights and
elaborate on their research. For this issue, I
had the pleasure of interviewing two of them,
Dr. Gretchen Heefner and Dr. Renata Keller. I
also had the chance to learn more about my
colleagues’ research and hear their firsthand
experiences with the Center - some shared
how they benefited from CENFAD’s research
funds, while others discussed topics related
to their areas of expertise and work.

I’m also grateful for the engagement
everyone brought to the lectures. Attending
these events can be especially valuable in the
early stages of research: even when a topic
falls outside one’s field, it can spark new
interests or unexpected connections.
CENFAD lectures provide a welcoming space
to ask questions and meet experts in the field.
For all this reasons, I'm very much looking
forward to a productive new semester. The
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Spring 2026 calendar looks promising, and I
hope to see everyone there!

Lastly, I invite faculty and graduate
students who would like their work or
accomplishments to be featured in the next
issue of Strategic Visions (to be published in
May 2026) to contact me by e-mail.

In the meantime, I wish everyone a restful
winter break and a joyful holiday season.

Sincerely,

Marcella Aline Toledo

2025 Winner of Edwin H. Sherman Prize

Georgette Uwera Nyiraneza, Yale University

Georgette Uwera Nyiraneza is the
recipient of the 2025 Edwin H. Sherman Prize
for Undergraduate Scholarship in Force and
Diplomacy. In this issue, she reflects on the
development of her award-winning paper,
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“Abolition, Development, and the Sub-

Saharan African Spring.”

I often describe my intellectual life as
beginning long before I had the vocabulary
for it. Growing up in Rwanda, in the
aftermath of catastrophic violence, I learned
early that power is not abstract. It lives in
institutions, in stories, and in the silences
people inherit, as well as the ones they
choose. My academic path in Global Affairs at
Yale was, as a result, shaped by a
preoccupation with how power operates:
how it justifies itself, how it structures the
world, and how ordinary people resist or
reimagine its pressures. When I joined the
2024 cohort of the Brady-Johnson Program in
Grand Strategy, I wanted to explore these
questions within contemporary Africa. I was
drawn to the internal power architecture of
post-colonial countries, often vested in the
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