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Research Report: Joseph Johnson 
 
Joseph Johnson is a Ph.D. student in 

Temple University’s History Department and 
former Thomas J. Davis Fellow. In this issue 
he contributes with a report on his recent 
research trips. 

 

 
I am happy to report on my research trips 

supported by CENFAD and the Temple 
University College of Liberal Arts (CLA) 
during the past year. I have received several 
awards which have provided significant 
financial assistance for completing my 
dissertation, currently titled “Moving 
Mountains: Project Plowshare, Peaceful 
Nuclear Explosions, and US Foreign Policy, 
1957-1977.”  

From CENFAD I received a Marvin 
Wachman fellowship that has facilitated 
several trips to the National Archives and 
Records Administration in College Park, 
Maryland known as Archive II. The work I 
completed there has been central to my 
entire project, providing an opportunity to 
examine federal government documents and 
correspondence related to nuclear weapons 
and peaceful uses of nuclear technology. 

I also received the Richard Immerman 
Research Fellowship for the spring semester, 
which supported research at the Dwight 
Eisenhower Presidential Library in Abilene, 
Kansas, and the Jimmy Carter Presidential 
Library in Atlanta, Georgia. This award also 
supported a trip to the National Archives and 
Records Administration branch in Seattle, 
Washington, which held important 
documents related to nuclear weapons 
testing and facilities in Alaska.  

Joseph Johnson at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

“I had the opportunity to 
engage with international 
Spanish-language sources 

that were otherwise 
inaccessible to me” 
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The support from these awards made it 
possible to access a wealth of sources that are 
foundational to my ongoing writing and 
research effiorts. Both the Wachman and 
Immerman awards are central to CENFAD’s 
support of graduate student research. 
Without this funding, I would have made it to 
far fewer libraries and collections. 

 

 
The funding from CENFAD was also 

supported by awards from the CLA. I 
received the Richard Davis and Karen Davis-
Rylander Award for Latin American Studies, 
which supported a research trip to Panama 
City, Panama, where I had the opportunity to 
engage with international Spanish-language 
sources that were otherwise inaccessible to 
me. I learned a great deal about the country 
and spent my days visiting the archives at the 

Ministerio de las Relaciones Exteriores de 
Panamá (Ministry of Foreign Relations). It 
also supported a process of petitioning the 
Ministerio de las Relaciones Exteriores de 
Colombia (Colombian Ministry of Foreign 
Relations). These documents have provided 
necessary international perspectives to my 
current research, which would have 
otherwise been out of reach without these 
awards. 

I also received the Research Award for 
Advanced Doctoral Students, which 
supported further research in multiple 
locations, including the University of Nevada-
Las Vegas archives in Las Vegas, Nevada, the 
Richard Nixon Presidential Library in Yorba 
Linda, California, the National Archives and 
Records Administration in Riverside, 
California, and collections at the Hoover 
Institute in Stanford, California. 

 

The Jimmy Carter Library and Museum 

Joseph Johnson at the Panama Canal 


